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Foreword

It’s not news that we live in an era of unprecedented change and transfor-
mation. Yet at a time when the worlds of business, creativity, technology,
nature and policy are all converging, we must ask—what is the role of
design in shaping our future?

For the third year running, iF collaborated with The Future:Project in
Frankfurt to create the 2024 iF Design Trend Report. Offering a holistic
view of cross-disciplinary design trends, we then place these in relation
to key technological and social trends. Our offer to readers is that by
understanding and leveraging these latest trends, you can improve the
Impact of the products, projects and services you design.

A multistage research process, we conducted a broad analysis across
diverse industries that combines expert perspective and findings
from our iF DESIGN AWARD. With 10,800 entries from 72 countries,
the iF DESIGN AWARD 2024 once again provides a rich and profound
reflection of how the design world is currently developing, as well as how
design is shaping the world. The report highlights key societal themes,
alongside specific challenges and commonalities between disciplines.
For each observed trend, we have included products and services that
exemplify strategies and solutions that are central to today’s challenges.
This interdisciplinary approach enables designers and industry experts
to quickly transfer knowledge and seeks to offer a diverse and compre-
hensive perspective on the global design landscape.

Experts from across the globe—Austria, Brazil, Denmark, France,
Germany, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Spain, Taiwan, the United Kingdom
and the USA —partnered with us throughout the research process, offer-
ing insightful perspectives from their diverse design practices. We would
like to thank all of our partners for their support.

So whether you read the report from start to finish, browse at random,
pick up information here and there, or are just looking for some visual
inspiration—we hope to provide you with insightful perspectives and
comprehensive detail about the challenges and opportunities associated
with these developments.

Please let us know how you enjoy this year’s issue.

Sincerely,

Uwe Cremering

CEO

iF International Forum Design GmbH
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GENERAL

Design in transformative times From transformations

to design trends

In our globalized and hyper-networked world, we are in an era of
profound change, crises and innovations unlike anything the world
has seen before. Designers are faced with a two-fold challenge here.
On the one hand, they create products and services with a limited scope.
On the other hand, they are increasingly confronted with global chal-
lenges that their work needs to take into consideration. Which makes
it even more important to have a good orientation. With the iF Design
Trend Report, we aim to present an inspiring reference for designers and
design enthusiasts that provides insights and spans industries.

The 2024 iF Design Trend Report details the major change processes
In society and shows the potentials for designers that these offer.
We surveyed selected designers and spoke with numerous experts
from the design world.

The report thus offers a broad, statistically evidenced overview of the
current dominant trends as well as profound personal insights into
design practice. In doing so, it investigates various sectors and design
disciplines, from product and communication design to architecture and
user experience, highlighting specific challenges as well as the shared
characteristics of these sectors and disciplines.

The past iF Design Trend Reports addressed megatrends and their
effects on design practice. Megatrends generally describe linear change
dynamics and challenges that affect society over decades. In any
society, megatrends spur different reactions, new needs and subse-
quent changes that develop their own, sometimes contrasting dynam-
ics. The 2024 iF Design Report focuses on these changes, which we call
transformations.

Transformations are highly relevant for design: As they are not struc-
tured as linearly as megatrends, they are more open-ended in terms of
the specific shape they take, and they open scopes that are true to life,
tangible and shapable. These potentials are already visible —and can be
shaped actively.

Throughout this report, six transformations will be applied to design-
specific questions. The core question is: How can design help drive the
transformation to a future that is worth living?
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( Six transformations make the
future of society shapable

While transformations are connected to megatrends with their
decades-long effects, they offer a different perspective of these changes.
They are focused on the specific societal issues that need to be solved
and the human needs connected with these. So while little can be done
to change the general direction of a megatrend such as demographic
shift or urbanization, these transformations provide a bit of elbowroom in
which to address the challenges of the megatrends.

This year’s iF Design Trend Report focuses
on the six major transformations in our society (The Future:Project 2023);

= Conscious Economy Design reshaping work

= Human Digitality Design humanizing technology

= Co-Society Design contributing to the quality of public spaces
= Mindshift Revolution Design supporting a new era of wellbeing
= Glocalization Design connecting global and local

= Eco Transition Design driving the climate transition forward

Climate Change

Globalization

Urbanization

Demographic Shift

Individualization

Connectivity

N\

Eco Transition

Glocali1zation

Mindshift Revolution

Co-Society

Conscious Economy

Human Digitality
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GENERAL

[ How to read this report

Design in transformative times

From transformations
to design trends

This is an interactive report that allows readers to navigate it flexibly,
to create references between trends and transformations, and to
connect information. Info boxes provide a summary of trend definitions,
while observations are evidenced by best-practice examples and
infographics. On the right side, you will find chapter overviews for quick
access to interesting design trends, while the footer makes it easy to

Six transformations make the
future of society shapable
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at a broad spectrum of different product categories. This allows us to
recoghize shared characteristics and the variety of design approaches
that offer different solutions for the same societal challenge. Our selec-
tion of companies, projects and product examples is based on factual
and contextual criteria, without any advertising partnerships.
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https://medium.com/%40antonioskarampelas/the-emergence-of-ai-natives-6d67b2543561
























https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2713374523000250
https://haveibeentrained.com/









https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3nwq1ff5F3U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cpraXaw7dyc
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https://thecivilians.org/productions/black-feminist-video-game/















































































Conscious Economy Human Digitality - Eco Transition MINDSHIFT REVOLUTION

















































































https://pslab.lighting/
https://www.belmond.com/hotels/north-america/mexico/riviera-maya/belmond-maroma-resort-and-spa/
https://www.instagram.com/kyivspace.studio
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http://www.storiesbehindaline.com/
https://www.themigrantsfiles.com/
https://www.bib.bund.de/DE/Fakten/Tools/Migration/Globalflows.html















https://www.neugrad-eifel.de/cabins/
https://project-bay.de/




































https://issuu.com/tdcpr/docs/_2023_12_
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwHCwaP_AqQ
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https://www.pnas.org/doi/full/10.1073/pnas.2108146119 
https://svs.gsfc.nasa.gov/5110/
https://kfo.pik-potsdam.de//index_en.html?language_id=en 





















https://exploreloop.com/
https://algramo.com/en/












https://tocco.earth/marketplace/
https://tocco.earth/marketplace/
https://www.notpla.com/
https://www.luma.org/en/arles/atelierluma/atelier-luma.htmlhttp://





















https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/
http://circularmateriallibrary.org/
http://circularmateriallibrary.org/









https://www.ikn.go.id/en



https://www.ted.com/talks/michael_green_the_natural_building_blocks_of_sustainable_architecture
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